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Masjid al-Qiblatayn (somalia) 


By the Editors of the Madain Project 


Masjid al-Qiblatayn (Arabic: ovitial i>4.), also known as Labo-qibla mosque is a mosque 
in Zeila, situated in the northwestern Awdal region of Somalia. 
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Overview 


It is one of the oldest mosques in Africa. It contains 
the tomb of Sheikh Babu Dena. Though now mostly in 
ruins, the edifice features two mihrabs: one oriented to 
the north toward Mecca, and the other oriented to the 
northwest toward Jerusalem. The mosque, which 
translates to "Mosque of the two Qiblahs", dates its 


construction to the 7th century CE, shortly after the 
Abyssinian Hijrah (?5+*) of Muslims to what was then 


Abyssinia. 

circa If it's true that this dates from the 600s, then it could 
870— be the oldest standing mosque in the country by at 
750 | least a few centuries. It's also an international rarity as 
BCE an ancient double mihrab. Only few of the features of 
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the old mosque remain standing including an arch on 
the right with the 2 square windows and the columns 
with the rosettes intact and a bent minaret. Another 
mosque, also known as the Masjid Qiblatayn, is 
located in the city of Medina. 


circa The construction of this Mosque is tied to the History 
870- of Islam in Somalia. In Zeila, a Dir city, the mosque 
750 eo Masjid al-Qiblatayn is known as the site of where early 
BCE | companions of the Prophet, and the local Somalis, 


established a mosque shortly after the first Migration 
to Abyssinian. By the 7th century, a large-scale 
conversion to Islam was taking place in Somalia, first 
spread by the Dir clan family, from their construction of 
this mosque, to the rest of the nation afterwards. 


Islam in the Sub-saharan Africa 


circa Zeila existed before the Islam spread in Sub-saharan 
870- African. The two Mehrab (Qiblatayn) Mosque is the 
750 evidence of these argument, because Qiblatayn’s one 
BCE direction faced Mecca and one facing Jerusalem and 


early Muslims praying toward Jerusalem and some 
historians claim that Prophet Muhammed’s family 
(reference to the migrants) travelled through Saylac to 
Aksum in the mid 17th century. 
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Migration (Hijrah) to Abyssinia 
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Masjid al-Qiblatain, Medina 
Ancient Aksum 
Hijrah Route 
Mosque of the Companions, Massawa 


References 


Trimingham. (1952). Islam in Ethiopia. 
"Liste des premiéres mosquées au monde prophetique, rashidun et omeyyade selon les écris historique et 


les traces archéologiques". Histoire Islamique (in French). 2014-06-15. Retrieved 2017-09-24. 

Briggs, Phillip (2012). Somaliland. Bradt Travel Guides. p. 7. ISBN 1841623717. 

Holzer, Georg-Sebastian (2008). "POLITICAL ISLAM IN SOMALIA: A fertile ground for radical Islamic 
groups?". Geo Politics of the Middle East. 1: 23. 

Mire, S. (2015, April 14). Mapping the Archaeology of Somaliland: Religion, Art, Script, Time, Urbanism, 
Trade and Empire. Retrieved May 31, 2019, from https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10437-015-9184- 
9 


Please enter your valid email addr Subscribe 


Madain Browse Explore Frequently Asked 
PROJECT 
Locations in My History What is Abrahamic History 
The Madain Project is an 
; : e 
Saline archive-of Abeahanic Africa Featured Articles and Archaeology’ 
History and Archaeology. Asia Curated Readings What is Biblical Archaeology? 
Europe Media Librar What is Islamic Archaeology? 
Abrahamic History & E = 
Archaeology is the study of Latin America Glossary of Terms Why does Islamic 
history and archaeology Middle East Search Madain Archaeology matter? 
with respect to the three Project What is Madain Pro} 


Abrahamic Faiths without 


https://madainproject.com/masjid_qiblatayn_(somalia) 


12/20/2023 Masjid al-Qiblatayn (Somalia) - Madain Project (en) 


considering the religious Explore by Faiths Is this a religious project? 
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The goal of Abrahamic 

: : Islam 
History is to understand how 
and why the religious Judaism 


doctrines and behaviours 
have eviovied and changed 
over time. Searching for 
patterns in the evolution of 
significant cultural events 
such as the development of 
farming, the emergence of 
cities, or the collapse of 
major civilizations for clues 
of why and how these have 
influenced the three major 
Abrahamic religions. 
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